2004 Brunello Report - Gres St Clair (K&L Italian Wine Boyer)

The long-awaived relezse of the 2004 Brynello i Murralean i upon us, My friend 2nd
{“U”tagfll:! Mike “Cudde™ Patres ang | SN Lara 1 ﬂtrl-_.|-_1~ weeks in Montalene 'i"-_-.ju_ng
et of cellcs and tasting more than 165 of the nwly-seleased 2004 vintage Brumelo c
Maontaleine. Gudo and | compared notes, T stale words from lim and withoue his help rins
belated report wowld ﬂefum.:i}- have hoern lows il:lLLi.;,;uing S s el

Along wrth (e new releases, we tasted hondeeds of Bruncllo i the burrel, vuung Rosan di
Maontzleirg and, 1h nnkiully, many clder onrhings s well, We think geve Bl a real pood
aandle un whal = gring v in Monrlcing 3, 13 1L that gond? Tames suckling of the e
Shestaiar sues, "You are pomg o lke 2004 Brunello di Mantzlcing. D vou remember the
gresr T and 2001, as well ws the super 1999 Branellus: Well, 2004 is along thase lines of
qualizy, bt it's 2 different sryle.” Bot coe of [aly™s top wing wrrers, and ene of my favnrites,
Franee fihani, secentl; Blogzed, “buet in my apiniun the cversl] qualite of Bruneln 2004 was
very disappointing and I have same daubi that 2004 has heen mterpretated [wic] by Bronello
producess bhe a preat vintage. ” S whe's gk

Fevanld tend o wrrec with Suckling's vintae assessment that he vinnge 1 2 “differcn
strle” amd evould ale agree with Yiliani gha: many producers faded to interpret the vinuyge
cotrectly. Yet s is = vintage thar needs meoge explanauon dan 1997, 1999 ar 2001, 2004 e
o amalgan, i is none and all of these vinmges, every tme T began to think ics more Lke
1999 becyuse of the lengrth, pure frar chasacter and Lals nee, [ ragted something thar soemed
lo display more: of 2001 tichness, strucrure and porer, or then soinething rerriniscent of
19077 lagh ichness and sweeliess; thete 12 nar 4 simple sAgnalure. The vintage has preat
posslibtics, yer while much wuuld scem depend mare on where vievards ate, how old
they aze o how the wrines weee toacde, thal doesa't seem to be the easT afwer cither.

Vitanza 2,500 cases produced w*3 stars

The nose B beooding, dark and elaborate, wath moge cassls than plum that {:thnqt:ntl Ht0
submission at the moment. On the palate, the Wine i3 thack, dense and T.hFc th iguuh:::.-
ennich, while lengthening, and 1t has loads -:J:']:luu::r'.u[ tannms f{'nlrllng @ -1.I: % rr:; . |'_r.|_ mﬂ
The finish is sheathed in sweet vet powerful tanmins that direct one's focus to a distant poant
in the forere when the wine will bnally blossom.



